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March 14, 2009




Valley Country Club

5:00 – 9:00



     14601 Country Club Drive



Aurora, Colorado 80016-1054 







303-690-6373





Evening Events


5:00 PM

Doors Open & Silent Auction Begins


6:00 PM

Dinner & Occasional Drawings


7:30 PM

Silent Auction Staggered Closing Begins

7:45 PM

Silent Auction Closed


8:00 PM

Calendar Raffle Drawing


8:05 PM

Live Auction & Dessert


8:30 PM

Begin Check-Out


9:00 PM

Check-Out
A Mammoth Event Overview
“C2E is a non-profit organization that exists so that students have an educational choice to achieve academic and personal excellence.”
A MAMMOTH EVENT – FUNDRAISER INFORMATION GUIDE

Welcome to “A Mammoth Event” – the 2009 Challenge to Excellence Fundraiser Event.  This year marks our 2nd official “A Mammoth Event”. This year’s committee is dedicated to presenting an exciting and fun evening.   We hope this Fundraising Guide is handy as we count down the days to A Mammoth Event.   Enclosed you will find a brief summary of the key components to our event, volunteers to contact, important dates, a list of donation needs/ideas, and frequently asked questions.  As a reminder, this is an adult’s only event.
The goals of this year’s A Mammoth Event are: to continue to build our school community by working together as parents, staff and friends; to focus on financially supporting the school with funds raised, and to have fun, make new friends, and celebrate in our ability to share our time and our talents in planning the best event of the year!

This special event needs your time and talent to succeed.  Fortunately, there’s something for everyone to do!  Just look through the guide for ways that you and your family can make a difference!

Here is what to expect in preparation and for the evening of A Mammoth Event …..

Prior to A Mammoth Event:
· 100% Participation Contest – As an owner of our wonderful school, we are asking EVERY family to donate OR solicit an item OR volunteer for the event.  This would include the classroom baskets, “Kid’s Projects”, and volunteering to help with this event.  This is an opportunity for all school families to participate. 
· Class Project Preparation – These are silent auction baskets from each class.  Instead of doing a “purchased” basket from your class, you can donate handmade creations by your child’s class.  The goal is to have the room mom coordinate the project for each class. See Page 3 for details.   Contact Silentauction@c2e.org for ideas or if you can assist.

· A Mammoth Event Web Page – A Mammoth Event web page will be full of details about the event.  Over the course of the next several weeks you will see additional information regarding our event such as a list of Auction Items, Drawings, etc.  See  www.C2E.org/amammothevent
· Online Catalog – SAVE A TREE!   You will have the opportunity to preview the entire listing of auction items.  This will allow you to make a wish list of auction items that you would like to bid on the night of the event.  In the unfortunate event you are unable to attend, you can send your wish list with someone to bid for you.  Wish lists are available for download on the web page.

The Night of the Event:

· Silent Auction – Items will be displayed by value.  Bidders may bid as many times on as many items as they like.  Once the Silent Auction closes, the highest bid on the sheet has won the item.  
· Live Auction – A live auctioneer will be present to auction off our BIG tickets items.

· Class Projects & Baskets – Class projects will be in the silent auction along with the class baskets.  The class projects are handmade items so the students can create “something” special on behalf of each school class/grade.

· Calendar Raffle – The 1st drawing for $1,000 will take place at A Mammoth Event. 
· Dinner – “Chef Jason” of Valley Country Club is one of finest; you won’t want to miss this meal!  We encourage you to invite guests who do not go to C2E to join you.  How about having a “group” gathering at the event?  What fun to be with your pals and support your school at the same time? Reserve a whole table!
· Check Out – At the end of the auction, you will have three different check-out lines to choose from in the lobby, Cash, Checks or Charge.   Please pick up your item(s) at the silent auction tables and bring to check out tables for payment.

If you have any questions, please contact our
A Mammoth Event committee at:  www.silentauction@c2e.org
See you at “A Mammoth Event”!
With your help, it will be a MAMMOTH success!

FAMILY DONATIONS
&

FAMILY PARTICIPATION

Your donations and generosity are what make A Mammoth Event Auction a HUGE success.  100% participation means that EVERY family in the school has an opportunity to help make this year’s A Mammoth Event the best ever.  

Every family donating an item will receive an appreciation item and every class with 100% participation will get a special prize!

Donate or Solicit an Auction Item

· Children’s activities, parties, camps, lessons
· Gift Baskets that were assigned in the fall – Room Moms, please get these baskets completed by March 11th, 2009.
· Your vacation Home, Timeshare
· Frequent Flyer Miles
· Theatre Tickets
· Tickets or box for a sporting event!
· Gift cards to any local business
Teacher Ticket Sponsorship – Tickets are $25.00 per person for A Mammoth Event.  Purchase tickets for your favorite teacher(s) or staff member to be able to attend the event.  Teachers appreciate this more than you know!  ($1.00 a student buys your teacher a ticket; $2.00 a student includes their guest.)
Donate your talent or service – Group dinners, babysitting, professional services, tutoring, etc.  A great gift of your time and something that can only be bought at A Mammoth Event!  The more unique – the better!

Event Sponsorship – What a great benefit our sponsors provide!  By donating the cost of one or more of our event expenses, the savings go straight to the bottom line!  See Page 5 for more information.

Volunteer your time for the Event – Contact silentauction@c2e.org to help in one of our event roles.  Remember, all of your time with this event will go toward your 20 hours of volunteer hours.
To begin your participation, please complete the Donor Form on Page 9.
For more information, please contact silentauction@c2e.org  with your questions.  Our committee will contact you personally.

All of your time will be recorded towards your required 20 hours of volunteer time.

EVENT SPONSORSHIP
&

PROGRAM ADVERTISEMENT

In our efforts to ensure maximum benefit goes to the school, we turn to generous people like you to help us fund some of the costs of the event.  Through the many contacts our school families have, we hope that the following items can be funded with your generous support.
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Business Card Ad
$25.00

1/3 Page Ad
$50.00

1/2 Page Ad
$100.00

2/3 Page Ad
$150.00

Full Page Ad
$200.00

Special Dedications Page:  Write a Dedication to a teacher, Student, child, friend, staff member, or anyone you’d like to recognize.


     One Line

$5.00   (50 characters)

Please support us in our efforts to make A Mammoth Event an amazing success.  Feel free to donate any amount you wish towards sponsoring any of the above items.  Sponsors will qualify as your 100% participations. All sponsors will be acknowledged on A Mammoth Event website. 

Make checks payable to “Challenge to Excellence” (Federal Tax ID #81-055474) write A Mammoth Event in the check’s note section.  Please also fill out the Donor Form on Page 9 to accompany your donation.  Bring or mail to the school.  The mailing address is:  Challenge to Excellence Charter School c/o A Mammoth Event   11906 East Carlson   Parker, CO  80134.

Having trouble completing your required 20 hours of volunteer time?  Think about sponsorship from you or your company.  20 hours X $10/hour = $200.00!!!

Ultimately accountable, implementation of a charter schools’ mission is what best serves students. However, accountability need not be sacrificed for the very spirit of educational innovation and flexibility that the Charter Schools Act was intended to foster.

Please contact:  Silentauction@c2e.org with any questions.  Thanks for your support!

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Why does Challenge to Excellence have to have a “Fundraiser”?   Although charter schools are public schools, they do not have the independent mill levy override and bonding authority that school districts use to finance their capital facilities. To the extent state funds are not available to support this cost, operating revenues are used to pay for these costs.  Proceeds from A Mammoth Event are used to purchase educational materials as well as state-of-the-art technology equipment and software.  We depend on school fundraisers each year to meet the many needs of our school.
How do Charter Schools differ from public schools?    CHARTER SCHOOLS ARE PIONEERS AND INNOVATORS.   Charters allow creative parents, teachers and educational leaders to design schools that better serve particular populations.   Charters can limit class and school size. Charter designers often heed the research that states that small schools are generally safer and better able to nurture a community of learners than are large schools.  Charters select their own curriculum design. They can establish achievement-oriented cultures and choose staff to best support these structures from day one.  Charter schools are mission-driven schools created by educators who envision a school committed to a particular purpose and philosophy.  The tenor of relationships between charter schools and their districts vary widely. Ultimately accountable implementation of a charter schools’ mission is what best serves students. However, accountability need not be sacrificed for the very spirit of educational innovation and flexibility that the Charter Schools Act was intended to foster.
How much are tickets and how can I get them?  Tickets $25.00 per person.  Invitations to school families will be sent home the week of January 28th.  Please send in your RSVP to the school office c/o invitations as soon as possible as seating is limited.  Feel free to invite your friends and/or colleagues.  If for some reason you do not receive your invitation or would like one sent to a friend, please email silentauction@c2e.org.

What items will be available for bid at the auction?  EVERYTHING…our list includes trips, parties, sporting goods, entertainment, class projects (created by your children), sports memorabilia, and many other exciting items!  For a complete description of all items in advance, look on A Mammoth Event web page (www.c2e.org/amammothevent) as it will updated weekly with new items.  A final list of items will available to view on March 9, 2009.

How do I turn my Auction Donation(s) and Donor Form(s) into the school?  Send your donation and form with your child c/o A Mammoth Event to the school office or you can drop by yourself.  You may also contact your room moms for details on your individual class projects.  

Where do all the auction items come from?  The procurement committee have solicitors hard at work obtaining some of the best items that any auction offers.  Through the 100% participation Auction Drive, we are asking each family to donate one item.  No item is too big or too small.  Is there a talent that you would like to share?  This is a great opportunity to sell your service.  Don’t necessarily have the time or talent?  We are always in need of monetary donations to help make packages extra special.  Ask businesses you frequent and/or your place of employment to support your school.  This is a great opportunity to give to the community.  If you have any questions please email silentauction@c2e.org.  
What can I expect the night of the auction?  First of all, plan to arrive on time – 5:00pm, that is.  There is so much to see at our auction that you will really have to move fast to see it all.  After check-in, you will be able to browse Silent Auction and place your bids on your favorite items.  We’ll have two dining areas set up with beverages in each, so there will be plenty of “mingling” with friends.  Guys, don’t worry, we haven’t forgot how you really feel about these things.  We’ve set up a “special” dining area for you complete with a, yes, TV with sports playing!   We’ll start the dinner at 6:00pm with drawings during your meal.  We proceed to lively live-auction just after 8:00.  After the announcement of winners, you can check-out anytime you’d like!

I can’t attend the auction, but there are a few things I saw on the web page that I would really like to have…what can I do?  Download the wish list page and send it to the auction with a friend.  Be sure to fill in your “maximum amount” bid and keep your fingers crossed!

What if am the highest bidder on an oversized item and I don’t think I can fit it my car?  Free delivery to your home is available on Sunday for over-sized items.  Look for a delivery tag hanging on the auction item.

I am new at the school and still not sure what the auction is all about!  Remember, ALL of us were new at one time.  We jumped in and bought a raffle ticket or contributed on auction item to “the great unknown.”  But when we stepped into the auction and saw the magic that had been created, we were sold!  Come on March 1st and experience it for yourself!  Once you’ve experienced the evening, you’ll be on board and will likely chair a committee next year!  This is a fun and rewarding way to contribute to your school.

I am not sure we should come to the auction.  I have heard that things go for a lot of money.  Remember, one of the goals of the auction is to bring the parent community together!  We’d love for you to attend, even if you don’t want to spend a lot of money.  We pride ourselves on having a wide range of items up for bid.  Last year, most of the items sold for under $100 each.  This is a great party where you can visit with your friends and also build new relationships.

How can I help?  I work full time or I have a baby at home.  There are SO many different ways to contribute to this event.  Will you offer you time and energy to help with decorations, solicitations or set-up on the auction day?  Or can you lend some muscle power to the delivery team on Sunday?  Many hands make light work.  Email Silentauction@.c2e.org to enlist.

What is appropriate dress for the event?  Business casual attire is encouraged.  No jeans please.  Ladies, this is your chance to “dress up” and go out for an “adult” evening!  Men, listen to your ladies.  Dress up, go out, socialize, you’ll be glad you did! 
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	Donor Contact Please use ink to fill out the areas which apply to your donation
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	Donated Item Information
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	Please check the applicable items:
	
	
	
	
	

	□   Tangible item - display @ auction
	□   Pick up by Auction Rep (date)
	

	□   Intangible item
	
	
	□   Cash donation
	
	
	

	□   Donor to provide Gift Certificate
	please make all checks payable to C2E
	


SILENT & LIVE AUCTION WISH LIST
ITEM NO.
DESCRIPTION



MAXIUM BID



1/3 page





1/2 page





2/3 page





Full Page
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